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Albert Skinner ' u r\ n n -. ^j^^
8750 Cincinnati-Dayton Ed. « U U U 0 0 0 6 ̂ ^
West Chester, Ohio
Union

As required by O5C 2933.24 (B) this report is being submitted to Mr. Ned
Williams, Director, Ohio Environrrental Protection Agency.

April 21, 1976 - Wednesday

Cn this day Joe Moore, District Sanitarian SM3O returned a call by lir. Andy

Sabol, Health Ccrmissioner, Hamilton City Health Department.

Mr. Sabol stated that their department was suspicious that a Mr. Albert

Skinner was disposing of industrial liquid vaste on his property at 8750

Cincinnati-Dayton Hd. near West Chester in Butler County. (See Exhibit 1)

Mr. Sabol further stated that he felt the waste was coming from the Chem-Dyns

Corporation Industrial Waste Storage Plant, 500 Ford Blvd., Hamilton, Ohio.

City of Hamilton officials had seen Mr. John Skinner and Mr. Albert Skinner

at the Chem-Dyne Plant in Hamilton, cleaning a tank on a railroad flat car.

Further, he stated that a fire had occurred on the Skinner property on April

18, 1976 and that inspectors with Southwestern Chio Air Pollution Control

had seen tank truck facilities on the Skinner property.

Mr. Sabol felt that the haphazard dumping of industrial liquid waste was a

problem and requested that the Ohio E.P.A. investigate the Skinner property.

Mr. Moore reported this information and request to Mr. Charles Forsthoff,

District Chief. It was determined that the Chio E.P.A. had a lagal

responsibility under Sections 6111.45 and 6111.46 of the Ohio Eevissd Cofe

to investigate this possible unapproved reans being employed to dispose of

industrial v.-aste.

Mr. Forsthoff then directed Kr. Moore and Mr. Elrer Fchrre, Industrial I'asta

Croup, to investigate this matter.

Mr. I-tocre telephoned the Skinner residonce to schedule a meeting end ir.specticr:

the following day. Mr. Moore first talked with Mr. John Skinner and requested

the inspection, fir. Skinner told Mr. Moore to call later that afternoon.

Kr. Moora, by a second telephone call, talked with Mrs. Skinner. Mrs. Skimar



9
stutoc. to Mr. !-'core that lie v.ouid ba expected for an inopnctic:; or.d rr_-t:Lr.'-,-

at 10:00 a.m. on April "22, 1976.

Mr. Reht?fi telephoned Chem-Dyne Corporation, Hamilton, Ohio to detamine their

business with the Dinners, specifically to determine if the Skinners v.̂ sre

hauling liquid wastes for Chem-Dyne. Mr. Pehire talked with a Mr. V/illiam

Kovacs, vice-president of Chem-Dyne. He stated that the Skinners repaired

Chem-Dyne's tank trucks and refurbished their newly acquired trucks- He •

stated that the Skinners did not haul or dispose of waste for Cherr.-Dyne.

Mr. Kovacs stated__that the only place in Ohio receiving wastes f rcm

Dyr.e was the Bess incinerator operation near Cleveland.-

April 22, 1976 - Thursday

Mr. Moore and Mr. Rehrtse iret Mr. Hugh Davies and Mr. Lawrence W. Harrell of .

Southwestern Ohio Air Pollution Control (STOAFC) at the entrance of the Skinr.ar

property at 9:45 a.m. as previously arranged, to make an inspection and meet

with the Skinners.

Before making the contact v/ith Skinners, Mr. Davies and Mr. Harrall reported

the following inforration:

1. A fire had occurred on the Skinner property on Sunday, April 18,
1976.

2. The fire had been reported to the Union Township Fire Dept. and
SWOAPC by Mr. Mnrcellus Osner, Union Township Trustee who lives next
to the Skinner property. He had stated that there was a strong
chsrical odor fron the Skinner property for about ten (10) days
before the fire.

3. The fire vas fought by the Union Township Fire Dept. on April IS,
1976. The fire was mainly old tires, skids,- cebrisr-arsd spread
into a grass .fire. One fireiran reported that they fearad ths firs would
reach a nearby lagoon of what. looked .like black̂ _x>il̂ liqui.d_sub3tar.ce3.
The ponded lagoon area wasyabout 35' bv 40'. ""

""

Mr. Moore, Mr. Rehne, Mr. Davies and Mr. Harrell entered the property at

10:00 a.m. and stopped at the Skinner house. They were met outside the house

by lir. John Skinner, son of Albert Skinner and Mr. Kbvacs of Chem-Dyne.

Mr. Moore stated the purpose of the meeting and inspection was to determine if

ths property v.as being used for the disposal of liquid industrial v.ssi-.e

and to inform the Skinners that the means for disposal of thase materials

must be approved by the Director of the Ohio E.P.A. Eoth Mr. Skinr.er ar.d

Mr. Kovacs stated that no liquid industrial wastes were being disposed of or.



tiiLf. l?,.-.ci or pro;.••"'•-• ~r on ~::',' LCJ:! or : ,>/.ort.y Lr. TV.-..- C''.1. •;h'.:est::-rr parr of

Ohio. Mr. Kovacs further stated that Cheir.-Dyr.e shipped v,-astes to a Mr. Ross

in northeastern Ohio and to Seymour, Indiana. Mr. I'-core then requested to

make an inspection of the property. Eoth Mr. Skinner and Mr. Kovacs said, ''CX.'

Mr. Kovacs insisted that everyone ride in his car, that the sits -.-.-as quite

large.

Mr. Moore requested to see the area of the recent fire. Onca at tha site of

the fire, Mr. Mcora asked if he roight get cut of the car and make a walking

inspection of tha area. Mr. Kovacs insisted that this was not necessary;

everything, he insisted, could be seen fron the car. Again J!r. î ocre

requested permission to get out of the car; to this, Mr. Kovacs said,

"Wall, alright!"

Mr. Mcore imrrediately headed up a blocked drive way. A huga drag line and
,x

old auto hulk had been placed directly in the drive way tc; prevent̂  access

by car. Eoth Mr. Skinner and Mr. Kcvacs raised their voices, shouting and

insisting that thare was nothing to see, and demanding that we get back

into the car and proceed to another area. Mr. Mcore continued to walk

towards an enbaril-cnent. Mr. Skinner quickly caught up with Mr. Mcora and told

hirr, to step. Ke said, "You can't go any further. I did not knew you were

going to get out of tha car. You will have to con>e back when ry father is here.

I, camot take the responsibility to let you go any further." Mr. Moora

tclci :-'r. Ski-ner that this constituted a denial to inspect the prerises.

The purpose of tha requested inspection had not been acconplishad.

Everyone than returned to the car. Ke drove back to tha house and prep=rsc

to leave. Mr. Skinner said he wculd have his father call Mr. Ifcora the ne:ct

mcming (April 23) . Mr. Moore, Mr. Rehre, Mr. Davies, and Mr. Harrell left

the site. (See Exhibit 2, SVCCAPC report of this inspection)

Mr. Moore and Mr. Pahne irrrsdiately reported tha inspecticr'. happenings to

Mr. Forsthoff in th.s Sv'IXD E.P.A. by phone from the Sf.CAPC office v.hich is

about 10 miles fro?, the Skinner property. Mr. f'core and Mr. Rehrre reccmrended

that a search warrant be obtained imrediately and that aerial photographs

be taken at once of the Skinner property.



D-irir/j the aftomccn of April 22, Mr. Forsthotff -JTC ilr. rU.ch.ri-d Cariton

made contact with Mr. Bill Kewcotii, O.E.P.A. legal advisor and Mr. Earl

Richards, Assistant Director, to decide the steps the agency should take in

this matter.

Mr. lixire and Rehme returned to the SVDO.

April 23, 1975 - Friday

Mr. Forsthoff directed Mr. Kcore, Mr. Rehire and Mr. Richard Carlton, Chief

of T/;astswater Pollution Control Section, to prepare an Affidavit to obtain

a Search Warrant. It had been decided by Mr. Richards and Mr. Ne.vccrrb that

aerial photos would not be taken at this tires.

On the afternoon of April 23, Kr. Moore and Mr. Rehrre proceeded to Hamilton,

Ohio, Butler County, v/ith their affidavit to see Butler County Canton Pleas

Court Judge Fred 3. Cranver.

Judge Crarr.er would not grant the Search Warrant for the following four

reasons:

1. Just Cause - Mr. Andy Sabol's reasons for suspecting illegal dumping
must be included in the affidavit. The firemen's observations should
also be included.

2. Ihe Search Warrant should also be conpleted for the Judge's sig-
nature.

3. Ihe affidavit rnust be sworn before a judge, not a notary public.

4. It is advisable to have an attorney with you.

This development was reported to Mr. Forsthoff by phone., and he contacted

Cclurrbus Central Office .Cor further legal assistance. Mr. George Sheehan,

staff attorney was directed to meet with Sv'EO ataff rnsrbers en April 25, 1976,

Monday, to redraft the affidavit and prepare a search warrant. Ke v.n'j.ld then

assist Mr. Moore and Mr. Reh.-.e in thair contact with Judge Crsr.er to obtair. the

Search Warrant.

April 25, 1976 - Monday

Southwest District Office staff tret with Mr. Sheehen. • Documents were

redrafted and a Search Warrant vras prepared. (See Exhibits 3,4,5,)

Cn the afternoon of April 25, Mr. Sheehan, Mr. Moore ar.d Mr. Retire rr.et

v/ith Judge Cramer and obtained the desired Search Warrant to enter the Skinner

prccerty to investigate. Prsvd.cus centner: lî c Leaf, n'ace with che Butler



Judge Craroer and obtained the desired Search v;arrant to enter the Skinner

property to investigate. Previous contact had been trade with the Butler

County Sherriffs Dept. requesting assistance to enter the Skinner property

with the Search Warrant.

The Sherriff's Dept. was contacted and the following people proceeded to the

Skinr.er property (at about 5:00 p.m.) :

1. Sherriff's Detectives (8 or 9), Officer Don Burns in charge

2. Joe Mcore, Ohio E.P.A.

3. George Sheehan, Ohio E.P.A.

4. Etaer Fshr.e, Ohio E.P.A.

5. Kenneth Karsh, Ohio E.P.A.

6. Phil Lawrence, Butler Co. H.D.

7. Lawrence W. Harrell, SvsOAPC

8. Hugh Davies, SWOAPC

Mr. Albert Skinr.er was contaced and given the Warrant. He contacted his

lawyer and said to proceed with the investigation.

Investigation Findings on the Albert Skinner Property:

1. One tank truck trailer rig which was enpty.

2. Several large ratal tank bodies were observed.

3. In one location in one group, one-hundred or ncre 55 gallcn drurcs
vere observed. Printed on the side of irost of the drors was
"Cherrical VTastes.1" No sample from these druns was taken, since
Mr. Bums, Sharriff's Detective in charge, stated that the V7arront
did r.ot permit this. Pictures were taken of drurrs. One crtro was
labeled Carbon Bisulfide, and a yellow, send-solid iraterial v;as spiilad
on top of and around this drum.

4. 7-n old garbage d'jrrp, pit, lagocr. area was inspected. Thare v;as a
vary strong chanical odor at this site. Ihe entire area had been
recently graded and excavated. Mr. Albert Skinner admitted to tha
recent e:<cavation and said, "We are grading the area to start an
orchard." f-Ir. John Skinner stated at this time that he had
excavated the area on the afternoon of Thursday, April 22, 1975.
This was the afternoon of the sarre day that the original inspection
of the preirdses had been refused. In addition, on the afternoon
of April 22, 1975 a Mrs,. Hugh E. Collins, a resident near Skinr.sr's
property, complained to the S-XSPC that she srnelled a veri-' strong
varnish or turpentine-type odor.

Mr. Harsh took liquid samples frora surface puddles in the area and v.hat

appeared to be a lirrs sludge pit. Mr. Moore took photographs in the area.



Ti-.r- garbage d'.r'p, pic, 1*300.1 area is directly aJxivs the r;itc of ch-j April 13,

1976 fire, and directly above the spot at which Mr. Moore was refused to

be pcmitted to continue his April 22, 1976 inspection.

Mr. Koore and Mr. Burns conpleted an inventory list of the samples taken,

presented a copy to Mr. Albert Skinner, and kept a copy for return to Judge

Cramer.

April 27, 1976 - Tuesday

Mr. Moore presented inventory list of samples taken on the Skinner property

to Judge Crarer as required.

April 23, 1976 - Wednesday

Mr. Charles Forsthoff received a telephone call frcm Mr. Jerry Ryan of Ryan

Engineering, Hamilton, Ohio. Mr. Ryan indicated he had black and white

aerial photos of the Skinner property taken on February 7, 1976. lhase had been

taken by Ryan Engineering as part of their work in designing sanitary severs

for Butler Country.

Mr. Forsthoff directed Mr. Moore to Kamilton to review the photographs.

Ihe photos show a' liquid waste lagoon at the exact spot where recent grading

and excavation had been conducted by the Skinners and the exact area of the

garbage disrp, pit, lagoon which had been graded and excavated by the Skinners.

Ihe photos also reveal hundreds of 55 gallon drums on the property and

probably nich rore if analyzed by an serial photo interpreter.

Submitted by:

M. Joa Koore
District Sanitarian



Ir.cv.otri.--.I L-L^UI;; '^3t3 ^i-jncjai
Albert Skinner Family
8750 Cincinnati-Dayton Bd-
West Chester, Chio
Union Township, Butler County
Report £2

As required by O£C 2933.24(8}, this report is beirg submitted to Mr. Ned
Williams, Director, Chio Environmental Protection Agency.

Ihursday April 29, 1976

A meeting between the Ohio EPA and the City of Hamilton v.-as scheduled to

plan the next steps to cope with the Skinner-ChenHDyne problem. The nseting

was conducted on the afternoon of April 29, 1976 at the Hamilton City Manager's

Office.

Present fron the City of Hamilton v,Bre Jack Kirsch, City Manager, Kal Shepherd,

Assistant City Manager, Lester Koehler, Hamilton Director of law, Andrew

Sabol, Health Ccrreissioner, and others.

From the Ohio EPA were Ned Williams, Director, Bill Kewoorb, Jr., Legal

Advisor, Charles Forsthoff, District Chief, Abdul Rashidi, David Sharp,

V?endell McElwee, Kenneth Harsh, and Joe Moore.

Meeting Surrrrary

1. The Ohio EPA will proceed to re-enter the Skinner property for the purpose

of administering sections 6111.45 and 6111.46 of the OHC: The disposal

of industrial wastes without plan approval by the Director, and the disposal

of industrial wastes which nay present an existing or potential threat to

the health, safety, and well being of citizens of the state.

2. Tne City of Hamilton will proceed to enter the Chsr.-Dyne Warehouse in

Hamilton to determine the existence of hazardous material and their potential

for pollution to waters of the state or the direct health and safety o? the

citizens of the City of Hamilton. The Ohio EPA Surveillance and Laboratory

Group will assist the city by taking sarples of waste chercLcals teing stored.

Friday April 30, 1976

Tne Ohio EPA Central and SWD Offices trade preparations for re-entering

the Skinner property. The Central Office legal section prepared the necessary

affidavit and search warrant.



in the Scuthv/est District Office included:

1. Abdul Rashidi contacted a private contractor to make the necessary

excavations on the Skinner property.

2. Elirer Rehrce checked the land records at Butler Co. Recorder's

Office to confirm that the Skinners were the owners of the property in

question. He also contacted the Sheriff's Office to ascertain lead tirre

needed to serve the warrant.

3. Jeffrey Hosier, Geologist, researched the local geology and walls

in the area of the Skinner property to help determine potential for surface

and ground water pollution fron suspected industrial waste chemicals disposed

on the property.

Monday May 3, 1975

Elmer Rehrre, Joe Kbore and Ken Harsh proceeded to Hamilton, Ohio, with

affidavit and warrant to again attempt to gain access to the Skinner property

to determine possible violations. They met in the City Manager's Office

with Mr. Jack Kirsch, Lester Kbehler, Hamilton Director of law, and Mr.

Mike Gnoser, Butler County Assistant Prosecuting Attorney.

Mr. Mike Gmoser redrafted the affidavit and search warrant to enter the Skinner

Landfill. He also drafted an affidavit and search warrant to enter the

Chsr:-Dyne Corporation property at 500 Ford Blvd., Hamilton, Ohio, to be

served by Mr. Ken Harsh of the Ohio EPA.

On the afternoon of Monday May 3, 1976, Mr. Moore, Mr. Harsh, Mr. Rehrre,

and Mr. Lester Kbehlar, proceeded to the office of Eutler County Cczrrcn Pleas

Court Judge Robert L. Marrs and obtained the two search warrants. This

report covers only the specific developments surrounding the warrant to

enter the Skinner property. (See attached Exhibit ?1A).

It had beaa decided to serve both varrants at the sarre tiite - 8:30 a.m.

Tuesday, May 4, 1976.

On this day, it was reported to the Ohio EPA that the Skinners had been

trucking unknown material off their premises. (See attached Exhibit §1).

Preparations were rrade to enter the Skinner Landfill at 8:30 a.m. May 4,

1976:



1. 'Ih-s Cuti-2r Ccur.ty Sheriff v.?.s c^-cectoU^S'^rifr -Robert ?.. V>-i-c-i, ."-.
»•** ^

2. Arrangetrents were jrade to have heavy excavating ecuicrrent at the site.
Earl D. Creager, Contractor, Dayton, Ohio.

3. Ohio EPA Emergency Response personnel ware assigned to assist.

Tuesday May 4, 1976

At appro:dirately 8:45 a.m., representatives of the Butler Co. Sheriff's

Dept. and the Ohio EPA, Mr. Charles Forsthoff, Mr. Abdul Rashidi, and Mr.

Joe Moore, entered the Skinner property to serve the second search viarrant.

Ihe Skinners iinrediately contacted by phor.e a Mr. John V7illard, one of their

attorneys, who instructed the Skinners to permit the Ohio EPA to conduct its

search. However, the lane to the lagoon area which was to be excavated vras

blocked by a bulldozer that the Skinners said was broken, com. The bulldozer

was setting in a diagonal position on the lane, to completely block the

entrance. (See Exhibit £2). This was the .lane to the lagoon area that had

been found covered and excavated during the execution of the first warrant.

Mr. Forsthoff inrrediately notified Mr. Ked E. Williams, Director, Ohio EPA,

of the situation. Mr. Williams directed that equipirent be obtained to move

the bulldozer so that the search could be conducted. Mr. Forsthoff .then

notified Mr. Albert Skinner that if he did not move the bulldozer, the OHPA

would. It was at this point in time that the Skinners started retrerrbering

th=- there were war-type hazardous n-aterials buried en. the site. Ihe S-d.nr.ers

said that if the Ohio EPA started excavating in the lagoon area, they could

blew therrselves up and also inany residences in the area, the Skinners statsd

that the following iraterials were buried in tha landfill:

1. Nerve Gas

2. Mustard Gas

3. Incendiary bcrrbs

4. Phosphorous

5. Flame throwers

6. Cyanide ash

7. Other explosive devices



Detective Conald flams cf tha Sheriir's Cect., after consulting -.•:i-_h his

superiors and legal counsel, infonred the Ohio EPA that he could not execute

the search warrant at this time. The assertion of war-type explosives by

the Skinners would have to be checked further before proceeding. All personnel

and equipment were then withdrawn frcm the Skinner property by 11:45 a.m.

At 2:00 p:m. at the request of Sheriff Walton, all concerned agencies net in

the Butler County Sheriff's Office: Ohio EPA, Mr. Forsthoff and i'-r. r'.cx/re,

City of Hamilton, Mr. Hal Shepherd, Assistant City Manager, Butler County

Sheriff, and Mr. John Willard, attorney for the Skinners.

Mr. Killard stated that the Skinners were holding to their story about

hazardous waste being buried on the property and everyone at the rreeting

was officially notified of this fact, and if anyone was hurt while excavating,

they would be held liable, not the Skinners. Major Eohlen of the Sheriff's

Office then countered and said, "Vie are now officially putting you as a

representative of your client on notice that if anyone is injured by the

hazardous rraterial on the Skinner property, the Skinners will be held liable."

An argument ensued and it ended when the Sheriff escorted Mr. Killard cut

of his office.

Before Mr. Willard left he was told by Sheriff Walton that if the Skinners

planted explosives or other devices on the property and they were detected,

the Skinners could be charged v/ith attempted irmrdar.

It was then decided to contact the U.S. Army to determine tha validity of the

Skinners claims and also to seek their assistance to safely re-enter the

premises.

Mr. Forsthoff and Mr. Moore contacted Mr. George Bailey, Hamilton Co. H.D.

and former Mayor Gertz of Reading, when the Skinners stated had ir.forra.bion

about the hazardous rraterials buried en the site. These sources confirrred

only that cyanide ash, phosphorous, and one or two flarse throwers v/ith

canisters had been disposed of by the Skinners. Ihere has been no ccnfirraticn

of the other materials claimed to be disposed of on the site by the Ansy or

by anyone else.



V.Vjc'.r.jacay, Thursday Friday f'ay 5/5,7

f
The Ohio EPA Southwest District irada contact with various military personnel

.at the Pentagon in Washington D.C. to request assistance in the Skinner rratter.

The U.S. EPA and military authorities were already aware of sore aspects of

the problem; how they were inforrned is unknown to the SVJDO.

Cn Thursday the Ohio EPA made a formal request for specialized military

assistance to Region V of the U.S. EPA.

At 10:15 a.m., Friday, Mr. R.E. Diefenback, U.S. EPA Region V, acting as

laiscn, notified Mr. Forsthoff that a military unit (7 persons) would he

arriving at the Holiday Inn, Fairfield, Ohio, Sunday May 9, 1976. (Arny

Military Unit: U.S. Army Technical Escort Center, Edgevccd Arsenal, !-'aryland,

Cctirander, Major Glover). He was under the impression that the SWDO had

already made all the necessary arrar.ger.ents, i.e., rental of heavy equipment

and securing a search warrant to ccctmence operations at 8:00 a.m. Konday.

Ke also wanted to hold a planning conference at the Holiday Inn, Fairfield,

at 6:00 p.m. Sunday. Mr. Forsthoff informed him that no arrangements had been

trade or could be made until v.e had received confirmation that our request for

military assistance could be honored. Since this was our first information,

we vrould try to make all necessary arrangements. It was decided that to proceed

en Monday would not provide adequate tine to make all necessary arrangarr.ents.

A r-etir.g of all involved agencies was scheduled for 9:00 a.m. Monday, May

10, 1S76 at the Holiday Inn to plan the strategy for entering the Skinner

property.

tenday t-:ay 10, 1976

At 9:00 a.m. personnel of the Chio EPA, the Butler County Sheriff's Dept.,

the City of Hamilton, the U.S. Arny Technical Escort Unit, the Schweitzer

Construction Ccrpany, the Federal EPA, and the Union Township Police Cept.

tret in a oonferer.ee room at the Holiday Inn, Fairfiald, Chio.

It v.-as concluded that the Chio EPA v.ould again (third tilts) seek a search

warrant to enter tha Skinner property to conpleta its investigation. The

Special Arrsy Military Unit v.ould be inc 1 uded in tha affidavit and search

;<arrant to assure the court that reasonable precautions were being taken,

persuant to excavating in the lagoon area of tha Skinner prcperti/.



Cn the afternoon of May 10, 1976, a new affidavit and search warrant was drafted

by Mr. George Sheehan, Chio EPA legal advisor. The new affidavit and search

warrant were then presented before Butler County Cannon Pleas Court Judge

Robert L. Marrs. Because of the flood of news reporters at the Butler County

Court House, the Butler County Sheriff arranged for the Judge to ireet with

the Chio EPA staff at his office. The warrant was granted and as previously

planned, would be served the next day, May 11, 1976, Tuesday, at 8:30 a.m.

(See attached Exhibit #3A).

At the Holiday Inn on the night of May 10, 1976, Mr. George Sheehan, Chic
/

EPA Legal Advisor, and Mr. John Dobbins, Chio EPA Emergency Response Section,'

net v.-ith the Skinners and their attorney, Mr. John Willard. Chio EFA SWCO

personnel did not attend this meeting; they v.-ere neither requested to attend

nor were they notified that such a rrieeting was to take place. Therefore,

the purpose and conclusions of that meeting are not a part of this report.

The Skinners and their attorney, Mr. John Willard, also met with Major Glover

of the U.S. Anny Special Military Unit and Mr. George Sheehan on the night

of May 10, 1976. Once again, SWDO personnel were not notified to attend.

At this meeting the Skinners withdrew their previous threats of explosions

ar.d other catastrophes if the Ohio EPA excavated in the lagocn area. The

Chio EPA was notified by Ccnirandsr Glover of the Special Military Unit that

he had enough inforrration from the Skinners to reasonably assure safe excavation

of the lagoon area in question. But, he assured the Chio EPA that his unit

would still conduct an inspection of the area previous to any excavating.

Tuesday May 11, 1976

On tha morning of May 11, 1976, the Chio EPA, the U.S. Army Special Military

Unit, the Butler County Sheriff's Dept., and other support personnel entered

the Skinner property to execute the third search warrant.

There were no new obstructions to conducting the investigation or ex.ecutir.g

the warrant on this day. The broken-down bulldozer had been ranoved frcm the

lane leading to the lagoon area, and the Military Unit found no evidence

of recently planted explosive devices (See Exhibit £3, photograph). The

Union Township Police Dept. had reported that explosions had been heard coring

from the Skinner property during the night of May 9, 1976.



'J>3 only obstruction that re .\uinecl v:-as .;ixcavatir'.; the estlratei t

twenty-five feet of earth and old dunp niaterial that had recently been placed

over the lagoon of industrial wastes. Ihe area of the lagoon had been pinpointed

by Ryan Engineering of Hamilton, using aerial photos they had taken of the

property in January and February, 1976. These aerial photos were part of their

contract v;ork for a Butler County Sanitary Sewer project.

Excavation to uncover the lagoon and buried 55 gallon drur?s was started •

at approximately 11:00 a.m. (See Exhibit §4, photograph). As the excavation

proceeded the chemical odor around the area becarre stronger. Individuals in

the general area of the lagccn reported burning of the eyas and general

disccnfort fron the odors penreating the air. (See Exhibit 15, photograph).

At a depth of about ten feet, the soil reiroved becaire black, slinky, and

moist (See Exhibit =6, photograph). At a depth of about fifteen feat, a

liquid began flowing into the excavated trench frcm the east side wall.

The liquid was black in color and very thick (See Exhibit £7, photograph).

Ken Harsh, Ohio E?A, took saiuples of this black, thick liquid, the first

iraterial uncovered (See Exhibit £8, photograph). As excavation continued,

rarrerous 55 gallon drurss full of different materials were uncovered and

rrore samples were taken (See Exhibits £9, §10, §11). Excavation continued

until a lense of 55 gallon drums could be observed in the east side wall of

the trench. This was approximately fifteen to twenty feet deep (See Ê tfuLbit

=12, photograph). Seven (7) samples of the various industrial wastes were

collected. These samples are presently being analyzed by the Ohio Deparfcrent

of Health Laboratory in Colutrbus, Ohio.

The trench which had been excavated to uncover the buried industrial waste in

the lagoon was completely refilled v/ith the sarre earth, solid waste, tree

debris, drurrs, and black, sliraey soil v/hich had been ret̂ oved (See Exhibits

113, fl4, 115, =f!6, photographs). This cotrpleted the on-site investigation of

this search warrant and all personnel and equipr.snt cleared the Skinnar

property by about 3:00 p.m.

Mr. Forsthoff notified Mr. Ned E. Vfilliams that the saarch warrant had been

served without any further incidents, and photos and samples had been obtained

of the excavated area.


